Man is subject to an acute specific pustular exanthem known as variola or small-pox, highly infectious, pyrexial
The greater number of diseases, that is those pathological states dependent on deviations from the normal processes of nutrition and innervation, resulting in the conditions known as atrophy, degeneration, inflammation, etc., are common, more or less, to all animals, and in the higher grades, or warm-blooded animals, exhibit essentially the same phenomena.
It is somewhat different with what are called specific diseases; that is, certain sequences of morbid phenomena following the entrance into the organism of specific poisons or virus, which may in some cases be purely chemical bodies, but which have been proved in many, and may by analogy be assumed in more, to be of a parasitic nature, that is, micro-organisms capable of multiplication in, if not of perpetuation also out of, the body, and directly by their presence, or indirectly by the action of substances generated by them in the animal fluids, setting up changes in the blood and tissues. Some of these, as the bacilli of tuberculosis, and of several forms of septicaemia, are capable of infecting many different classes of animals, and producing in all results essentially identical, any apparent differences being easily explicable by differences of histological characters. Others are peculiar to single genera or species of animals, and either totally incommunicable to others or communicable only by direct inoculation, and then setting up phenomena for the most part strictly local and otherwise distinguishable from those of the normal form. The most typical examples of these diseases are to be found in the pustular eruptive fevers of man and beast, the mutual relations of which I propose discussing in this paper. Before 
